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21 November 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. R.J. Smith 

Mr. Sherman Kent 


SUBJECT 



25X1 A 


: Request from Secretary McNamara 


1. At our session on 20 November', Secretary McNamara informed 
me that he and Secretary Rusk were participating in a television program 1 
that would be taped on 18 December, aired in prime evening time |on 19 
December. The program will be produced by CBS News. Messrs. Rusk 
and McNamara will discuss Vietnam, with Messrs. Walter Cronkite and 
Charles ColLingwoocl. 

i . * 

■ II ' 

j . 2. To assist him in getting ready for this program, Mr. ’McNamara . 

asked if the Agency would prepare a comprehensive review of where we now 
St and in Vietnam, pulling together all the "f actors and indicato rs that bear on 
t^ e problem, the deg ree of progress (or lajck ther eof! now being made, and 
the ou tlookfo r the near- and medium-term future. Mr. McNamara would 

like a tho rough and obj ectiv e analysis of thje total current situation and trends 

discernible therein. j ij 7 7! : — 


3, Specifically, Mr. McNarpara asked that the requestedijstudy 


include our best judgments on the following topics: |j 

: " !' . ! . |j 

a) Enemy strength, in both Soph and North Vietnam; j! 

! i 

b) Current infiltration rates; j |i 

i jl 

c) Viet Cong recruitment (locally); 
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c- 


\ L I 


d) The character of military 




actions (i. e. , are the Viet 


Cong increasing their emphasis cjmjguerrilla warfare to the 
detriment of large unit operations or not?h 


•ge unit operations or not?); 

e) The current state of population control; 

; 

f) The current state of pacification; 

i 

^ g) The bombing of the north, what ha§ it accomplished? 
- h) What is the outlook for the future? 
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